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AN 


ESSAY, &c. 


T a time when the public cry, it 

ſeems, is but too juſtly excited 
againſt the enormous enhancement of 
the prices of almoſt every neceſſary of 
life, and eſpecially corn and meat; it 
may not be amiſs, or unſeaſonable, to 
endeavour to trace them to their ſource, 
the ſeemingly obvious cauſes thereof, 
(it having, I believe, been already aſcer- 
| tained, that there exiſts no real ſcareity,) 
and alſo point out a remedy, or Da 
alleviation. 


The importance of the ſubject, I muſt. 
"confeſs, requires a much abler pen than 
mine to do it juſtice; and I feel myſelf 
2 | very 
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very incompetent to the taſk : however, 
if the following hints, or obſervations, 
| ſhould carry any conviction, and ſub- 
ſtantiate the grounds on which they are 
founded, a wide field will open for 
ſome more verſed in the buſineſs to 
take it up on a much larger ſcale, per- 
haps, hereafter, if thought proper.— 
Underſtanding, therefore, that govern- 
ment have taken up the matter ſerioul- - 
ly, but that no plan has yet been offer- 
en, or adopted by them, in order either 
to ſtem the progreſs of ſo alarming an 
evil, or to effect any, even the leaſt re- 
duction thereof, -I would beg leave to 
ſubmit a few remarks on this very in- 
tereſting, general concern, to your im- 
partial. conſideration, as an humble. at- 
tempt to ſerve my country at this 
juncture. 


As I have TR Ire obſerved: us l be- 
lieve, underſtocd, that no actual ſcarcity. 
_cxiſts as the cauſe for the preſent enormous 
: prices of thoſe before-mentioned arti- 

cles; there muſt therefore exiſt ſome 

; | latent 
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latent myſterious cauſe productive of 
the preſent artificial ſcarcity, or rather 
dearneſs of them. 


Now, I believe, it will be alſo ac- 
knowledged, that in proportion as 
thoſe two principal neceſſaries of life 
have advanced in price, ſo have corn- 
factors, millers, and butchers, increaſed 
in number : Theſe not content with 
a fair and juſt trade, have ever, at 
| leaſt, I believe, ſince the revolution, 
| (like the rector with his pluralities) 
been preying, as it were, upon the 
very vitals of poor John Bull, by 
ſome illicit practice or other. Hence, 
then, I preſume, we may in ſome mea- 
ſure, fairly account how this numerous 
body are enabled to drain the markets 
at advanced prices ; (which the miller 
manufactures into flour, and ſells whole- 
ſale and retail): This is from time to 
time depoſited in granary, and ; there- 
by becomes dictator as it were to fu- 
ture markets ; which, whether thinly 
or plentifully ſupplied; is ſure to meet 
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a ready Gale from them as bears; 0 
8 the public are thereby reduced to 
the neceſſity of giving at leaſt the ſame 
prices (ſhould it happen that there is 
any left for them after theſe are glut- 
ted) or go without, or elſe apply to 
them for what they may want at a 
ſtill greater diſadvantage; by which 
Practice, I think it will appear, that 
they muſt thereby become polleſs'd re- 
gularly week after week, of nearly, 
perhaps, the groſs quantity of each 
market; and ſo in time may engroſs 
the cer ſtock of the. country ; ; which 

conſtitutes them as it were ſubſtitutes 
for your markets at laſt. This, I think, 
_ evidently appears inftanced in the cir- 
cumſtances of the preſent ſituation of -- 
the country, which they ſeem to have 
drained nearly of her ſtock. The mil- 
ler too may now be ſaid to be a pet- 
ty corn- factor, as well as a flour-factor, 
according to the preſent practice of 
tranſacting the buſineſs: But ſurely it 
cannot be deem'd either juſt or proper 


that be ſhould become purveyor for 
the 


TEE 
the public, | whoſe proper province 


ſhould be only to grind your corn; 
for doing which he either pays * ö 


ſelf by a mouter, or charges ſo much 
per boll; and there is an end of the 
buſineſs. Beſides, I underſtand, that 


when any of this moſt invaluable grain 
happens to ſpoil in their hands, either 
from being too long kept, or ſome 'o- 
ther cauſe, that they will preſumptuouf- 


ly deftroy it, by throwing it into a 


7 contiguous river. —This' is a practice, 


by the bye, which muſt not only be 
offenſive to God, but a reproach upon 
any enlightened nation to ſuffer. —Ano- 


ther, and perhaps not the leaſt, cauſe, ' 


we may attribute the extravagant ad- 
vance on land of late years; and the 
ſtill worſe - practice of conſolidating 
farms, which enables the engroſſers, in 
a great meaſure, not only to keep the 
markets thinly ſupplied, by with-hold- 
ing their quota, and ſo have a ferious 
effect, at particular periods, on their 
prices; but alſo as it greatly tends to 


depopulate the country, by the reduc- 
tion 
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tion, or rather ſtarving of many fa- 
milies to aggrandize an individual; 
who may as ſoon, perhaps ſooner, fail 
on the aggregate, than the poorer in- 
duſtrious one will on the reduc'd. 


The inhumanity and impolicy of ſuch 


conduct is too glaring and ſelf-evident 
to need any comment from me. With 
regard to the ſecond article, meat, 


numbers of butchers are now become 


graziers themſelves, therefore will be 


watchful of any riſe of corn to keep 


pace therewith; which, rather than be 
behind in, 1 ai underſtand, they will 
likewiſe, at times, make away with 
quantities of meat, in order to keep 
up the prices, as it is termed; which 
makes them equally obnoxious to their 
country with the other: Nor ſhould 

theſe be allowed to be graziers as well 


as butchers; whereby they have it in 


their power to withhold that ſupply 
which otherwiſe would come regularly 
to market. Add to this, the great in- 
_creaſe of population at this time, by 
. of the conſiderable influx of fo- 


reigners, | 
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reigners, and others; will, I believe; be 
admitted to have ſome effect on their 
advancement. As to the proportion of 
farms, I preſume it is the opinion of 
the beſt judges, that from zool. or ra- 
ther, perhaps, 300l. to Fol. per an- 
num, would be the beſt; and, as allow — 
ing ſufficient ſcope to the induſtrious 
and ingenious to diſplay their abilities 
in that line. Whereas, on the other 
hand, by the larger ſcale, it only 
tends to encreaſe their pride, luxury, 
diffipation, and improper behaviour, 


gauite inconſiſtent with their ſphere of 


life. Nor ſhould they be ſuffer'd to 
rent, or have in their poſſeſſion, more 
than one farm at one time, in the 
ſame county at leaſt. Another bad prac- 
tice has been too prevailing among 
gentlemen lately; I mean that of let- 
ting their farms to others beſides far- 
mers, either perhaps to accommodate 
them, or, becauſe they could afford to 
give them more rent; thereby depri- 
ving the poor induſtrious farmer of his 
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natural means of ſupport. Theſe, toge- 


ther with ſimilar prevailing mal-practi- 
ces, when maturely weighed, will, pre- 
ſume, appear obviouſly the procuring 
cauſes of thoſe alarming evils, ſo juſtly 


complained of, beeauſe ſo ſeverely felt 


by the community at large, and eſ- 
pecially by the mechanic and labourer. 
All attempts to remove, or even al- 
leviate which, it ſhould ſeem, have hi- 
therto been baffled.; ; and that the cala- 
mity ſtill encreaſes, and is likely to do 
ſo; which makes it. more alarming. 
But not to dwell on thoſe: ſelf-evident 
enormities, to ſay nothing worſe of 
them, we haſten to the propos'd re- 
medy, or immediate alleviation of them. 
Now, as thoſe practices (though, dread- 


ful in their conſequences to the pub- 


lie) ſeem to have the ſanction of law, 
it will become neceſſary, I preſume, for 


the interference of the legiſlature, or 
other ſpecial authority, that thoſe over- 
grown dealers in the -before-mention- 


ed articles. of life, may be kept with- 


1 
in bounds, by reſtricting them to a 
ſpecific quantity, and rate per pound, 
the firſt of corn, (excepting foreign) 
which they ſhould never exceed having 
in their hands or poſſeſſion at one 
time, either of their own or of others, 
under heavy penalties, or forfeiture 
thereof; ſubjected to inſpection by pro- 
per officers; and that they ſhould alſo 
be obliged to bring the ſurplus now 
in their hands, at certain periods to 
market, and ſell it at a market-price. 
1 believe it can be prov'd, that at this 
moment, (taking advantage of the 
times) they are ſelling corn conſidera- 
bly above cent per cent profit. The 
other ſhould alſo be compelled to bring 
all he kills at one time to market, and 
ſell it at a ſtandard rate per pound; 
which he ſhould not exceed, under 
forfeiture of all he ſells above ſuch 
rate, to be ſettled by the chief magiſ- 
trate. As to the petty artifices of re- 
ler, if juſtices of the peace, or o- 
n magiſtrates would act up indepen- 
| =O oe wy 
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- dently to their high: and important of- 
_ face, the (exiſting laws, I believe, are 
fully adequate to their ſuppreſſion. 
When we turn our eyes to the profli- 
gacy and diffipation. of the times, and 
| conſider ſeriouſly by how many ways 
thoſe principal neceſſaries of life are 
uſeleſsly ſquandered and ' conſumed in 
luxury and intemperance ; they preſent 
a.--proſpet too. ſhocking. almoſt for a 
_ conſiderate mind to think of without 
ſhuddering for the conſequence... The 
tables of too many tradeſmen-now, inſtead 
of exhibiting a model of frugality and 
moderation, (which it ſhould: be a 
point with them always to do) ex- 
hibit rather a ſuperfluity, little inferior 
perhaps to that of the nobility; the 
baneful effects of which, not only in 
the waſte thereby unneceſſarily made, 
but by the bad example ſet their e- 
quals and dependents, muſt be ſevere- 
ly and ſenſibly felt, and contribute not 
a little to affect both their price and 


dae adoption alſo of 
the 


0 


the follies and levities of the age, in 
routes, fetes, balls, aſſemblies, and ſuch 
like, thereby encouraging luxury and 
extravagance, muſt likewiſe have a ſe- 
rious effect together with their con- 
comitant bad conſequences. On a 
view of their attendants or menial ſer- 
vants, they ſeem too to be little behind 
in that reſpect, thereby occaſioning 
an uſeleſs conſumption in thoſe before- 
mentioned articles, (at leaſt in the 
higher priced); as well as keeping them 
in idleneſs, which, if poſſible, is worſe 
ſtill, eſpecially for themſelves, by giv- 
ing them an idle turn, if not already 
inclin'd to it, and ſo render them un- 
fit for any uſeful ſituation in life. 
Reflect ing on the various practices for 
conſuming alſo of oats, pulſe, &c. by 
the keeping of an infinite number of 
unneceſſary horſes and dogs, the enor- 
mous rife of thoſe articles, I believe, 
will not appear ſo ſurpriſing: I doubt 
not but what is expended” uſeleſsly on 
thats; * „ balance the expence 
| attend- 
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attending the ſupport of the poor "TS 


the aggregate. Tis pity but the great 


ones of the earth could be brought to 
reflect, and weigh ſeriouſly the effects 
of ſuch conduct both on themſelves 


and others, which muſt eventually af- 


fect more or leſs their poor brethren: 
Would they not be content only with 
the name of a chriſtian, (like a man 
born to a title without an eſtate in 
reverſion) but be chriſtians indeed, (in 


doing all the good in their power); 
and inſtead thereof, keep an equal 
number of poor perſons, more eſpecial- 


ly at this time; what an honour would 


it be to them! how eſſentially ſerve 


their country! and thereby wipe off 
the ſtain which has fo long, and ſo 
much ſullied their character; add a 
true dignity to them, and anſwer for 
them in the day of general retribution, 
- when each one muſt render an ac- 


count for the talents committed to him; 


not aſſuming any merit; © but only as 
8 ous -ſtewdrds- of 'the manifold' grace of 


God'! 7 


E 86 1 


God!” Let the miſer love his gold, 
and let the licentious revel never ſo 
much, yet let them remember, that 
God will at laſt Wies them into Judg- P 
ment. 


4 


8 to what has lately paſ- 
ed, (in conſequence of the pretend- 
ed ſcarcity) I mean the late act of 
parliament, impoſing a duty on thoſe 
who wear hair-powder ; ; how little ſeem- 
ingly is the effe& in ſuppreſſing that 
extravagant practice! which ſurely in 
dicates an inſenſibility at leaſt to FA 
| neceſſity of the times, vrhich produce « 
it, 3 og 


The public meaſures” lately taken in 
| alleviation of the preſent neceſlity, tho 
laudable and ſalutary in themſelves, can 
have no effect on the markets, or tend 
in the leaſt to remove the cauſe of 
the pretended ſcarcity, and conſequent 
dearneſs,—no : we have witneſſed (I am 
ry. to, ay N rather the comtraty” 


For 
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For ever ſince theſe benevolent me- 


thods have been adopted, the markets 
have almoſt regularly continued riſing 
inſtead of falling: And the farmers, of- 
fended ſeemingly, at the ſteps taken to 


enforce them to ſell their corn at a 
reduc'd price from that which they 
have too long lately received, I fear 
may operate to their withholding any 
further ſupply at preſent. But I ſhall 


be happy to find myſelf miſtaken, in 
having my fears removed by a full 


market this week. 


The only remedy at preſent (if 
any) ſeems to be lodg'd with the 


5 engroſſers - and which ſurely ought to 


be called forth regularly in aid, and 
applied to the exigency of the times 
at a fair and reaſonable rate, when I 


have no doubt, but, by frugal manage- 
ment, there will yet be found a ſuf- 


ficiency to laſt until the approaching f 


harveſt ſhall. come in. The times call 


particularly loud on magiſtrates to be 
active 


* 77 


active ad) vigilant, that no impoſitions 

be 'play'd off on the public, in their 
reſpective diſtricts ; and that every regu- 
lation be promoted, that can, in any 
degree, tend to effect the reduction of 
the before · mentioned artieles. 


There i is, a: think, great want of ſome 
regulation of the corn-markets ; in re- 
ſpect, at leaſt, of the farmers's placing 
the corn when they have brought it 
to market, inſtead of the prevailing 
practice here, of taking it out of the 
carts, and putting it directly into a 
granary, loft, or other repoſitory; they 
ougght, ſurely, rather to take a part of 
it into the markets, and let the reſt 
remain in their carts, to be taken 
thence to market too, if it ſhould be 
wanted; and if any ſhould be left, af- 
ter the market is over, either to take 
it home with them, or lodge it in 


ſome place till the next market-day, | | 


in order thereby to prevent the ſale of 
it privately; which, it is to be feared, 
5 N is 
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is but too much the practice; and fo 


be the means of withholding it com- 
ing fairly to the market, which muſt 


have, tis preſum'd, a great effect in 


keeping up the prices. bs Hh 


I am ſorry to obſerve, that it ſeems 
to be underſtood to be the more general 
opinion, that many (perhaps the majori- 
ty) of the acting committee, having ſome 


concern in the corn-trade themſelves, 
are thought perhaps not the propereſt 
perſons for conducting the important 


buſineſs with which. they are charged, 


inaſmuch, as it is too nearly connect- 
ed with their own immediate line of 


buſineſs, to be ſuppoſed to diſcharge 
it with that diſintereſtedneſs the nature 


of the caſe ſeems to require, and which 
others, of another line, or rather in- 
dependent of any buſineſs, would have 
been free from any ſuſpicion of; and 


that to avoid which, the moſt eligible 
plan would, I think, have been to have 


choſen - only two or three of thoſe 


for 


E 1 

for the committee to adviſe with 
upon any occaſion. But 1 would wil- 
lingly hope that they will ſo conduct 
their meaſures, as to do away any im- 
putation of ſuſpicion that may ſeem 
to attach on, that account, and acquit 
the import, truſt delegated to them with 
full ſatisfaction to the public, and ho- 
nour to eee | 


I cannot quit this very intereſting ſub- 
ject, however, without congratulating my 
_ countrymen, that we are not yet, (God 

be thank'd) deſtitute of ſome good ſeed, 
which has lately ſprung up, and brought 
forth abundantly, to the relief of many 
thouſands of our poor brethren, at this 
calamitous time; may their labours 

be abundantly bleſt; ; © may they not 
be tired in doing good ; * ſo ſhall they 
reap a good reward in due time, ORE” 
they faint not.” 


If theſe few reflections thrown haſ- 
tily together, ſhould afford any new 
We» | light | 
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light on this moſt important ſubject, 


or appear but too juſtly founded, 
which I fear they will, let thoſe ad- 


venturers reflect in time, whether they 
will be able to weather the ſtorm 
which ſeems ready to fall on their de- 
voted heads. | 


'Thus have I briefly attempted to 


explore this myſterious buſineſs, in 


hopes ſome abler hand may take it 


up as impartially. Whether what is 


here advanc:d, is, or is not, but too 


applicable to the practice of the pre- 


ſent times, | muſt leave to a candid 
public to decide; and alſo the iſſue 


with them as the. proper arbiters; and 


with them likewiſe J reſt my preten- 


ſions of having conſcientiouſly endea- 
vour'd to ſerve my Country. 


A CITIZEN and FREEMAN. 


GATESHEAD, ON 
July 31ft, 1794- (23 JY 29 


